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Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2: For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3: How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4: God also bearing them witness, both with 
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will? 

Introduction 
In the last two sermons I delivered, we talked about what salvation is and how great this salva-
tion is. Today, consider with me the danger of neglecting this so great a salvation. The apostle 
Paul asked a very searching question here in Hebrews 2:3, How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation? This question contains a word of wonder and a word of warning. A word of 
wonder about the greatness of salvation and a word of warning for neglecting this great salva-
tion.

Neglecting salvation is a very serious and a grievous sin and yet it is committed by multitudes. 
Maybe even by some who watch and listen to my weekly preaching videos. It is my prayer that 
God would awaken some of you to the terrible nature of the sin of neglecting this great salva-
tion and cause you to realize your need to go to the Saviour for salvation and not delay. 

Today, I want to look at our texts in three headings, namely, the Assumption, the Admonition, 
and the Argument. 

I – The Assumption 
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 
This verse implies that writer of the letter to the Hebrews assumes something about his readers. 
He assumes that those who read his letter have heard the truth about Jesus Christ. Many of them 
probably saw Jesus crucified and even have seen the resurrected Jesus Christ. They have heard 
that Jesus Christ is the Messiah that was foretold to them in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

One of the ideas that the apostle Paul emphasizes in this letter is “hearing.”



Hebrews 3:7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 8: Harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 

Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation. 

Hebrews 4:7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it 
is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
These verses tell us the importance of hearing God’s Word but understand that hearing does not 
necessarily mean believing. It is not enough to simply hear the Word of God; we must 
believe the Word of God. There are those who have heard but still would not believe just like 
those Paul records in Hebrews 4:2, “For unto us was the Gospel preached, as well as unto them: 
but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”

Here we are told that many of the Old Testament Jews heard the Gospel, but it did not profit 
them. Why? It did not benefit them because it was not mixed with faith. Hearing must be mixed 
with faith. Hearing not mixed with faith is useless. Hearing the way of salvation is not enough, 
attending preaching services even on a regular basis is not enough, we must believe the 
truth about Jesus Christ and His offer of salvation. The Gospel must not only be heard, it must 
also be believed. 

Our Lord Jesus in John 5:24 declares, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life.”

Have you heard the Gospel, and having heard it, have you responded? If not, will you respond 
in faith right now?
2 Corinthians 6:2b ... behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

Don’t be like those whom Paul describes in this epistle as “the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it?” Don’t be like Judas who heard the 
Gospel, and who knows how many times, yet it did not do him any good, because he did not and 
would not believe. I pray that today would be the day of your salvation.
Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation. 

So, Paul assumes that his readers have heard the glorious truth about Jesus Christ. In the light of 
what they have heard and know, Paul gives them a word of warning, which leads me to the next 
heading … 

II – The Admonition 



After this assumption about his readers, he gives them an admonition or a word of warning. He 
warns them of the danger of neglecting the great salvation offered in Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2: For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3: How shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ...? 

The Greek word “amelēsantes” is translated “neglect.” Another place where this word is used is 
in Matthew 22, where our Lord spoke about the parable of the king’s son.
Matthew 22:4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I 
have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto 
the marriage. 5: But they [amelēsantes] made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, 
another to his merchandise:
Here the Greek word “amelēsantes” is translated, “made light of.” Those who were invited to 
the wedding of the king’s son made light of the invitation. They ignored the king’s 
servants and paid no attention to the invitation and instead they went their own ways, one to 
his farm, another to his business. By the way, this parable pictures the free offer of salvation in 
the Gospel to sinners and the tragic neglect of it by many.

So, the word neglect means “to make light of”; “to pay no attention,” “to ignore.” Going back 
to our text in Hebrews 2:3, the word “neglect” refers to those who do not care for the salva-
tion that is found in Jesus Christ and therefore they make light of it. They are not actively op-
posing or resisting the Gospel, but they are merely neglecting it by not paying attention to it. 

The heartbreaking truth is that hell is full of people who never actively opposed Jesus Christ, 
but they simply drifted into damnation by neglecting the Gospel. They heard the Gospel, so they 
knew that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life; they knew the good news of salvation by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ, but they are in hell today because they were not willing to commit 
their soul’s salvation to our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

You have probably met people who said, “I know the Gospel is true, but I am not ready to com-
mit myself to Christ yet. I don’t feel this is the time.” They go to church and they hear the Word 
of God and they know it’s true, but they are not willing to be saved yet. Doesn’t this remind you 
of King Agrippa recorded in the book of Acts.
Acts 26:27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 28: Then 
Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

King Agrippa had heard a great deal about Paul and Jesus Christ and His resurrection and was 
glad to listen to what Paul had to say. King Agrippa was convinced by what Paul said that he 
ought to be a Christian. He knew the promises made in the Old Testament that a Saviour would 
come and could see that Jesus was that Saviour. This conviction led him to say, “Almost thou 
persuaded me to be a Christian.” It is sad to read, however, that Agrippa did nothing about 
what he heard and knew about Jesus Christ and His salvation. 



Oh, don’t make the same mistake King Agrippa made in being almost persuaded to be a Christ-
ian. Don’t miss heaven and go to hell by neglecting the great salvation that is in Jesus Christ. 

Almost Persuaded 

“Almost persuaded” now to believe; 
“Almost persuaded” Christ to receive. 

Seems now some soul to say, 
“Go, Spirit, go thy way. 

Some more convenient day 
On Thee I will call!” 

“Almost persuaded,” harvest is past; 
“Almost persuaded” doom comes at last! 

“Almost” cannot avail; 
“Almost” is but to fail! 

Sad, sad that bitter wail, 
“Almost,” but lost! 

Before I leave this point, I want you to understand that you don’t have to be an open and bla-
tant sinner to perish. You don’t have to aggressively oppose or resist the Gospel to be cast into 
hell. All you need to do is do nothing. In fact, the great many people of those who perish in hell 
are those who neglect the great salvation. Oh, take this warning seriously, “How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation?” 

In life, neglect could cost you financially, it could your health, and it could cost you even your 
life. Neglect of the “low tire pressure light” warning on your car’s dashboard could cost you 
your life. Failure to give earnest heed to the things which were spoken by the Lord and neglect of 
Christ’s great salvation will cost you heaven and eternal joy and will bring you damning judg-
ment and eternal punishment. Oh, don’t neglect God’s great salvation!

III – The Argument 
Next let’s talk about the argument or the reason that “we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard.” The apostle Paul gives the reason you and I must not neglect 
this great salvation. Notice the first verse of chapter 2 begins with the word “therefore.” The 
word “therefore” takes us back to what Paul has just declared in chapter one. Chapter one sets up 
a foundation for the theme of the entire book of Hebrews, which is “The Glory and the Majesty 
of Jesus Christ.” The book of Hebrews’ central theme is the “Superiority of Christ.” He is bet-
ter than angels, better than Moses, better than the Old Testament priesthood, better than the sacri-
fices, and better than anything else. They all pale in comparison to Him.



So, what did Paul declare about Jesus Christ in chapter one? In verses 2 and 5, He is declared as 
God’s Son, the heir of all things and the One who made the worlds. In verse 3, He is the bright-
ness of God’s glory, the express image of His person, and the One who upholds all things by the 
word of His power, the One who had purged our sins, and now sits on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. In verse 4, made so much better than the angels, and obtained a more excellent 
name than the angels. In verse 6, He is the One angels worship. In verse 7, He is the One whom 
angels serve. In verse 8, He is called the God who sits upon the throne forever and ever. In verse 
9, He is the One who is anointed above all others. In verse 10, He is the One who laid the foun-
dation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of His hands. This is Jesus Christ, the One 
who spoke in this last days revealing this great salvation. This is how glorious and majestic our 
Saviour is. 

Do you see how serious the sin of making light of this great salvation is? The Author and Re-
vealer of this great salvat ion is Jesus Christ Himself , who is infinitely 
superior and greater than anything and anyone else. We should give the earnest heed to the 
things which God has spoken to us because of the glory and the majesty of Jesus Christ. On the 
basis of who Jesus Christ is, we must pay very careful attention to the things we have heard and 
know about Him. We cannot afford just to hear these things and let them just slip away from us. 
We must give attention to what we are listening to.

It would be the height of foolishness to neglect and not pay careful  attention to that kind of 
Christ who came into the world as God-man, to suffer and die on a cross, to pay the penalty of 
sin, to rise from the dead, to forgive sin, to give eternal life, to live with Him forever, to enjoy 
eternal joy and bliss in Heaven. Its the height of foolishness to neglect Jesus Christ and His sal-
vation. 

Closing Thoughts 
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” 
A great salvation and a great Saviour deserves our careful attention. We must pay much close 
attention to what we have heard and already know. We cannot make light of this great salvation 
and escape its consequence. But what is it that we cannot escape? If depends where you stand in 
relation to God.

A. W. Pink commented, “Note how abstractly the apostle worded it. He did not specify the 
“what.” It all depends upon the state of the individual. If he be only a lifeless professor and con-
tinues neglecting the Gospel, Hell will be his certain portion. But if he be a regenerated believer, 
though a careless and worldly one, then lack of assurance and joy, profitless and fruitlessness, 
will be his portion; and then, how shall he “escape” the chastening rod of the Holy father?”

If you have not been born again through faith in Jesus Christ, and if you continue to neglect 
God’s offer of salvation, you will not escape and your eternal destination will be hell, but if you 



will hear His voice and harden not your heart, there is a way of escape for you today, and His 
name is Jesus. 
Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation. 

Go to Jesus Christ for salvation. Trust Him alone for your salvation. I pray that we will see each 
other in Heaven someday! 

But for those who by the grace of God have been born again, thank God for the great salvation 
He has given you. Honor Him with your life. Honor Him by faithfully getting out the good news 
of salvation. 

AMEN!


